Two ganglia of the facial nerve-the geniculate ganglion and the meatal ganglion-are well established.' They are derived from different embryologic cell anlages: the epibranchial placode of the second branchial arch and the neural crest of the facial primordium, respectively. Although they occupy different segments of the facial nerve and they receive afferent input from separate locations in the head, they are both located in the nervus intermedius of the facial nerve. The geniculate ganglion is located at the geniculate bend, and the meatal ganglion is located in the meatal section of the facial nerve in all human temporal bon es (figure 1).The sensory input to the geniculate ganglion comes from taste buds in the oral tongue, while the meatal ganglion receives sensory information from the taste and glandular structures in the palate and nasal cavity.
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In the vast majority of facial nerves (88%) , the geniculate ganglion is the major component of facial nerve sensory input; in 4% of facial nerves, the number of cells in the geniculate and meatal ganglia are approximately equal, and in 8%, the meatal ganglion is larger than the geniculate ganglion. In rare cases when the geniculate ganglion fails to develop, a large meatal ganglion represents the enti re sensory component of the facial nerve. The variable proportions of the facial nerve ganglionic mass reflect genetically programmed levels of different neurotrophic substances that guide the formation of neural systems during their development.i-' Although the geniculate ganglion has been implicated in the neoplastic and inflammatory causes of facial paralysis, it is important to recogni ze the role of the meatal ganglion in similar disorders of the facial nerve.
The most common location of hemangiomas in the temporal bone is the geniculate gangliorr' " (figure 2), \F i gure 1. Photomicrograph of a horizontalsection of the internal auditory canal shows the facialand vestibular l1erves with their gal1glia (G= geniculateganglion;M = meatalganglion;V= superior division of the Scarpa gal1gliol1). and the second most common location is the meatal segment of the facial nerve." Since it is generally accepted that the capillary and small-vessel network in sensory ganglia are precursors of capillary hemangioma, the presence of a large meatal ganglion in 12% of temporal bones may be responsible for the development of facial nerve hemangioma within the internal auditory canal. 
